
 

 

Waterbirds in the UK 2010/11 

The Wetland Bird Survey 
 

Chas Holt, Graham Austin, Neil Calbrade,  

Heidi Mellan, Richard Hearn, David Stroud,  

Simon Wotton & Andy Musgrove 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by 

 

British Trust for Ornithology,  

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

and Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

in association with 

Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

 

September 2012 
 

 



 

 

2 

© BTO/RSPB/JNCC in association with WWT 

 

All rights reserved. Apart from any fair dealing 

for the purpose of private study, research, 

criticism or review (as permitted under the 

Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988), no part 

of this publication may be reproduced, sorted in 

a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or 

by any means, electronic, electrical, chemical, 

optical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 

without prior permission of the copyright holder. 

 

ISBN 978-1-906204-33-4 

ISSN 1755-6384 

 

This publication should be cited as: 

Holt, C.A., Austin, G.E., Calbrade, N.A., Mellan, 

H.J., Hearn, R.D., Stroud, D.A., Wotton, S.R. & 

Musgrove, A.J. 2012. Waterbirds in the UK 

2010/11: The Wetland Bird Survey. BTO/RSPB/ 

JNCC, Thetford. 

 

Published by: BTO, RSPB and JNCC in association 

with WWT.  www.bto.org/webs  

 

Cover: Winter Trio: Pintails - Thelma Sykes.  

Thelma was born in Yorkshire and now lives in 

Cheshire close to the Dee Estuary – a source of 

both inspiration and subject matter. She came to 

print-making without formal training, but has 

become one of the most respected artists in that 

medium. Elected to the Society of Wildlife Artists 

(in the Federaton of British Artists) in 1999, her 

prints are now held in many collections including 

the Mall Galleries in London. Some of Thelma’s 

prints have also been used on BTO merchandise.   

  

Photos: Dawn Balmer, John Bowers, Neil 

Calbrade, Edmund Fellowes, gray-images.co.uk, 

John Harding, Tommy Holden, Howard Lacey, 

Amy Lewis, Jill Pakenham, Rob Robinson, Glyn 

Sellors, Howard Vaughan 

 

Artwork: Jack Ashton-Booth, C.J.F. Coombs, 

Thelma Sykes 

 

Produced by: BTO 

 

Printed by: Swallowtail Print, Drayton Industrial 

Park, Taverham Road, Norwich NR8 6RL. 

www.swallowtailprint.co.uk 

 

Available from: BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, 

Norfolk IP24 2PU, UK. 

 

 

This report is provided free to all WeBS counters 

and those who participate in the other national 

waterbird surveys, none of whom receive 

financial reward for their invaluable work. 

Additional feedback is provided to counters 

through the annual WeBS Newsletter. For 

further information please contact the WeBS 

Office at the BTO: webs@bto.org   

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

This book represents the twenty-ninth report of 

the Wetland Bird Survey and comprises 

information from WeBS and complementary 

national and local surveys, e.g. goose censuses. 

It is entirely dependent on the many thousands 

of dedicated volunteer ornithologists who 

supply the data, and to whom we are extremely 

grateful. The Local Organisers who coordinate 

these counts deserve special thanks for their 

contribution. 

 

We are also grateful to the following individuals 

and groups for providing technical assistance, 

supplementary information and additional data, 

or comments on draft texts: 

 

Niall Burton, Lee Cadwell, Nigel Clark, Mark 

Collier, Aonghais Cook, COWRIE, Olivia Crowe, 

Diana de Palacio, Iain Downie, Simon Gillings, 

Matthew Guillemain, Colette Hall, Mark 

Hammond, Paul Harrup, Paul Harvey, Martin 

Heubeck, Maria Knight, John Marchant, Carl 

Mitchell, Nick Moran, Deborah Procter, Warren 

Read, Jim Reid, Marcia Sayer, John Shillitoe, 

Judith Smith, Ron Summers, Richard Thewlis, 

Rick Vonk, Chris Waltho, Colin Wells, Linda 

Wilson, Ilka Win, and Karen Wright. Many 

amateur observers also provide reports of their 

studies; these are acknowledged within the text. 

 

Grateful thanks to all and apologies to anyone 

who has inadvertently been missed. 

 

Any maps partially based on Ordnance Survey 

products have been reproduced with the 

permission of the controller of HMSO.  © Crown 

copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number 

100021787.  

 

 



 

 

3 

 

THE WETLAND BIRD SURVEY 

Organised and funded by: 

 

British Trust for Ornithology 

The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 2PU 

www.bto.org  

 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL 

www.rspb.org.uk  

 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

Monkstone House, City Road, Peterborough 

PE1 1JY 

www.jncc.org.uk  

 

in association with 

Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT 

www.wwt.org.uk  

 

WETLAND BIRD SURVEY CONTACTS 

 

WeBS Counter Network: Heidi Mellan 

WeBS Core Counts: Chas Holt 

WeBS Low Tide Counts: Neil Calbrade 

General queries: webs@bto.org  

 

WeBS Office 

British Trust for Ornithology 

The Nunnery 

Thetford 

Norfolk IP24 2PU, UK 

Tel: 01842 750050 

Fax: 01842 750030 

E-mail: firstname.surname@bto.org  

or webs@bto.org  

www.bto.org/webs  

 

 

 

 

 

GOOSE & SWAN CENSUSES 

Organised and funded by: Wildfowl & 

Wetlands Trust, Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

 

Contact: Carl Mitchell 

E-mail: Carl.Mitchell@wwt.org.uk 

or monitoring@wwt.org.uk  

 

Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

Slimbridge 

Gloucestershire GL2 7BT, UK 

Tel: 01453 891225 

Fax: 01453 891901 

www.wwt.org.uk/speciesmonitoring  

 

OTHER NATIONAL WATERBIRD SURVEYS 

 

Details of, and contacts for, many of the other 

waterbird surveys used in this report and of 

forthcoming surveys, can be obtained via the 

websites of the WeBS partner organisations. 

 

ERRATA TO PREVIOUS REPORTS 

 

Please note the following corrections to data 

presented in previous reports: 

 

Kingsbridge Estuary:  The peak count of Little 

Egret in 2009/10 was 90 (not 13). 

Langstone Harbour: Incorrect totals for Dark-

bellied Brent Goose and Black-necked Grebe 

in 2009/10 were used in the sites tables. 

Ribble Estuary:  The peak count of Wigeon in 

2008/09 was 97,512 (not 101,594). 

Stour Estuary: Incorrect totals for Dunlin in 

2008/09 and 2009/10 were used in the sites 

table. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

4 

CONTENTS 

 

Acknowledgements 2 

The Wetland Bird Survey 3 

WeBS Contacts 3 

National Goose Censuses 3 

Other National Waterbird Surveys 3 

Errata to previous reports 3 

 

Summary 5 

 

Introduction 7 

Aims, Objectives & Methods* 7 

Weather in 2010/11 8 

Coverage 10 

 

Total Numbers 11 

 

Species Accounts 24 

Swans 25 

Geese 30 

Ducks 49 

Divers 82 

Cormorants 85 

Herons 87 

Grebes 92 

Rails 97 

Waders 101 

Gulls 138 

Terns 148 

Kingfisher 151 

 

Principal Sites 152 

 

WeBS Low Tide Counts 157 

Aims, Methods, Data presentation 157 

Estuary Accounts 158 

Acknowledgements 171 

 

References 172 

 

Glossary 176 

 

Appendices 178 

Appendix 1. International and National Importance 178 

Appendix 2. Locations of Principal WeBS Count Sites 181 

 

 

*Details of WeBS survey methods, analysis, data presentation, interpretation of waterbird 

counts, and historical reports, are available via the WeBS website:  

www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/webs/publications/annual-reports  



 

 

5 

 

Summary 

 

WeBS AND ‘WATERBIRDS IN THE UK’       

 
The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) is a joint 

scheme of the British Trust for Ornithology 

(BTO), Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

(RSPB) and Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee (JNCC), in association with Wildfowl 

& Wetlands Trust (WWT).  

 

The principal aims of the scheme are to identify 

population sizes, determine trends in numbers 

and distribution, and identify important sites for 

non-breeding waterbirds in the UK. WeBS Core 

Counts are made annually at approximately 

2,000 wetland sites of all habitats; estuaries and 

large still waters predominate. Monthly 

coordinated counts are made mostly by 

volunteers, principally from September to 

March, with fewer observations during summer 

months. Data from other sources, e.g. roost 

counts of geese, are included where relevant. 

 

This report presents total numbers counted for 

all species in the most recent year in Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland. Annual indices are 

provided for the more numerous species, as are 

monthly indices showing relative abundance 

during the winter. Following publication of latest 

waterbird population estimates (Wetlands 

International 2012), revised thresholds for listing 

sites of international importance are used in this 

report. Where applicable, interpretation of 

WeBS results is placed in the context of trends 

from other countries in the East Atlantic flyway. 

 

2010/11 WeBS COVERAGE   

 

This report summarises counts during 2010/11 

and previous years (since 1960 for wildfowl, 

1969 for waders, and the early 1980s/1990s for 

other species). In 2010/11, WeBS counters 

covered 4,476 count sectors at 2,422 count sites. 

A total of 4,409 sectors were counted at least 

once during the core ‘winter’ period of 

September to March, and over 2,000 were 

covered in all twelve months.  

 

    This represents a fantastic effort by everyone 

involved. A huge THANK YOU goes to all! 

WeBS HEADLINES FROM 2010/11   

 

The coldest winter for 35 years… resulted in 

frozen conditions across northwest Europe. 

Many wetlands in the UK were frozen during 

November 2010 to January 2011.  

 

Responses to cold weather… The number of 

European White-fronted Geese was the highest 

in the UK for several years, and bucks a recent 

‘short stopping’ trend. Following a record peak 

of 5,600+ Svalbard Light-bellied Brent Geese at 

Lindisfarne in autumn, an influx was noted on 

the east coast of Britain in response to the cold 

midwinter conditions in Denmark and adjacent 

areas. Species such as Lapwing, Grey Plover and 

Smew also reached notable peaks in the UK 

during the cold period (including a record count 

of 72,319 Lapwings at Somerset Levels in 

January). In contrast, the frozen conditions 

resulted in marked net decreases of some 

wildfowl and waders at WeBS sites; species such 

as Shoveler and Golden Plover probably 

departed the UK in search of milder areas, 

perhaps further south in the flyway. 

 

Ducks declining or shifting range? Northern 

Ireland’s wintering populations of most ducks, 

both dabbling and diving species, continue to 

decline. Reasons are not fully understood, but it 

may be in response to recent climate change. In 

Britain, Pochard and Goldeneye also declined 

further, despite frozen midwinter conditions 

across northwest Europe which, all else being 

equal, might have been expected to lead to an 

arrival of waterfowl to the UK.  

 

Seaducks… particularly Long-tailed Duck and 

Velvet Scoter, appear to be in serious decline in 

the UK. This is in line with the situation 

elsewhere, including the Baltic Sea. 

 

Ringed Plovers… have reached lowest ever 

wintering numbers across the UK. 

 

Little Egrets… Following the rapid increase in the 

England since the mid-1990s, numbers at WeBS 

sites are now stable (but may be continuing to 

increase within the wider countryside). 
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2010/11 WATERBIRD SUMMARY   

 

Swans & Geese  

Numbers of Bewick’s Swan rose slightly 

compared to recent winters, while Whooper 

Swan numbers were in keeping with the species’ 

upward trend. Whereas the estimated number 

of Pink-footed Geese fell compared to the last 

two years, all-time peaks in terms of national 

index values were once again attained by both 

the Svalbard and Canadian populations of Light-

bellied Brent Goose, Svalbard Barnacle Goose, 

as well as Egyptian Goose and naturalised 

Barnacle Goose. During the cold midwinter 

period, European White-fronted Goose showed 

a marked rise compared to recent years. There 

was further evidence that a drop in numbers of 

Greenland White-fronted Goose has bottomed 

out. Canada and Greylag Geese (both the 

Icelandic and British populations) were present 

in typically high numbers. 

   

Ducks 

Dabbling ducks responded to freezing 

conditions during the midwinter period; influxes 

of Wigeon, Teal and Mallard contrasted with an 

exodus of Shoveler and another poor showing 

by Pintail. These events occurred within the 

context of probable longer-term shifts in core 

wintering range of species such as Mallard, 

Pochard, Goldeneye and Red-breasted 

Merganser, that may be at least partly in 

response to the longer-term trend of  relatively 

mild winters. Gadwall and Tufted Duck both 

remained at high levels in 2010/11 in Britain, 

and Smew numbers were notably greater than 

recent years. Eider continue to decline slowly in 

Britain. In general, monitoring of seaducks 

through WeBS is notoriously difficult; species 

such as Long-tailed Duck and Velvet Scoter 

require more targeted surveys of favoured sites, 

so it is difficult to draw conclusions about the 

current status of these species.  

 

Divers, Grebes, Herons & Rails  

The divers and scarcer sea grebes were 

present in similar numbers to recent years; the 

assessment of which relies heavily on 

submission of supplementary data from sites not 

counted routinely through Core counts. Both 

Little and Great Crested Grebes decreased 

during the frozen conditions in December and 

January, and the former appears to have 

struggled to recover in subsequent months. 

Although Little Egret continued to expand both 

north and westward in England, the overall 

trend at WeBS sites is no longer one of increase. 

Also stable in Britain is Coot, but a recent 

marked decline is apparent in Northern Ireland. 

Moorhen shows signs of a slight drop in Britain, 

perhaps in response to increased mortality after 

two cold winters. 

 

Waders  

Golden Plover and Lapwing, whose numbers 

typically fluctuate more than other waders, have 

both shown recent declines; the former showed 

a particularly marked drop in response to the 

cold weather. The long-term decline of Ringed 

Plover continues, although Dunlin is showing 

some signs of stability and both Curlew and 

Redshank bucked recent downward trends. 

Turnstone remained close to the all-time low 

reached in 2009/10. There were further 

improved fortunes for Grey Plover and 

Sanderling, and Bar-tailed Godwit also appears 

to be recovering from a slump six years ago. 

Numbers of wintering Black-tailed Godwit and 

Avocet remained high and the populations of 

both continue to rise. Knot and Purple 

Sandpiper have remained stable in the last 

decade, but Oystercatcher are showing signs of 

a recent decline particularly in Scotland. 

Numbers of Snipe recorded were lower than 

normal, in response to the cold winter; the 

WeBS trend for this species is included for the 

first time. 

  

Gulls & Terns 

Gulls and terns recorded by WeBS reflect 

coverage as much as abundance of birds per se. 

WeBS trends for the six most regular gull species 

are again published in this report. The increase 

in Mediterranean Gull is again evident. Numbers 

of Black-headed, Herring and Great Black-

backed Gulls appear to be relatively stable at 

WeBS sites in Britain, whereas Common and 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls are both showing 

signs of decline.   
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Introduction 

 

The UK is of outstanding international 

importance for waterbirds. Lying on some of the 

major flyways for Arctic-nesting species, large 

numbers of waterbirds are attracted, especially 

during winter, by the relatively mild climate and 

extensive areas of wetland, notably estuaries. 

The UK thus has both moral and legal obligations 

to conserve both these waterbirds and the 

wetlands upon which they depend. 

As a signatory to a number of international 

conservation conventions, and as a member of 

the EU, the UK is bound by international law. In 

particular, the ‘Ramsar’ Convention on Wetlands 

of International Importance especially as 

Waterfowl Habitat, the EU Birds Directive and 

the EU Habitats and Species Directive, between 

them, require the UK to identify important 

examples of wetland and other habitats and 

sites important for birds and designate them for 

protection. Implicit in these obligations is the 

need for regular monitoring to identify and 

manage such sites. These instruments also lay 

particular significance on the need to conserve 

migratory populations, and consequently most 

of the waterbird populations in the UK.  

The UK has ratified the Agreement on the 

Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory 

Waterbirds (AEWA) of the Bonn Convention on 

the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 

Animals. AEWA entered into force in 1999. It is a 

specific Agreement requiring nations to take 

coordinated measures to conserve migratory 

waterbirds given their particular vulnerability 

due to their migration over long distances and 

their dependence on networks that are 

decreasing in extent and becoming degraded 

through non-sustainable human activities. 

Article three of the Agreement requires, among 

other things, that sites and habitats for 

migratory waterbirds are identified, protected 

and managed appropriately, that parties initiate 

or support research into the ecology of these 

species, and exchange information and results. 

Explicit in this Agreement is that adequate 

monitoring programmes are set in place to fulfil 

these objectives and the Action Plan to the 

Agreement specifically requires that nations 

endeavour to monitor waterbird populations. 

 
 

 

 

The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) aims to 

monitor all non-breeding waterbirds in the UK in 

order to provide the principal data on which the 

conservation of their populations is based. To 

this end, WeBS has three main objectives: 

• to assess the size of non-breeding waterbird 

populations in the UK; 

• to assess trends in their numbers and 

distribution; and 

• to assess the importance of individual sites 

for waterbirds. 

These results also form the basis for informed 

decision-making by conservation bodies, 

planners and developers and contribute to the 

sustainable and wise use and management of 

wetlands and their dependent waterbirds. The 

data and the WeBS report also fulfil some of the 

objectives of the Conventions and Directives 

listed above. WeBS also provides UK data to 

Wetlands International to assist their function of 

coordinating and reporting upon waterbird 

status at an international flyway scale. 

 

Structure and organisation of WeBS 

WeBS is a partnership scheme of the British 

Trust for Ornithology (BTO), Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee (JNCC) (on behalf of 

the Council for Nature Conservation and the 

Countryside), the Countryside Council for Wales 

(CCW), Natural England (NE) and Scottish 

Natural Heritage (SNH)), in association with 

Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust. 

WeBS continues the traditions of two, long-

running count schemes which formed the 

mainstay of UK waterbird monitoring since 1947 

(Cranswick et al. 1997). WeBS Core Counts are 

carried out at a wide variety of wetlands 

throughout the UK. Synchronised counts are 

conducted once per month, particularly from 

September to March, to fulfil all three main 

objectives. In addition, WeBS Low Tide Counts 

are undertaken on selected estuaries with the 

aim of identifying key areas used during the low 

tide period, principally by feeding birds; areas 

not otherwise noted for their importance by 

Core Counts which are normally conducted at 

high tide. The success and growth of these count 

schemes accurately reflects the enthusiasm and 

dedication of the several thousands of volunteer 
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ornithologists who participate. It is largely due to 

their efforts that waterbird monitoring in the UK 

is held in such high regard internationally. 

 

Aim of this report 

This report presents syntheses of data collected 

between July 2010 and June 2011 (see The WeBS 

Year), and in previous years, in line with the 

WeBS objectives. Data from other national and 

local waterbird monitoring schemes, notably the 

WWT/JNCC/SNH Goose & Swan Monitoring 

Programme, are included where WeBS data 

alone are insufficient to fulfil this aim, so that 

the report provides a single, comprehensive 

source of information on waterbird status and 

distribution in the UK.  

Species accounts provide yearly maxima for 

all sites supporting internationally and nationally 

important numbers. Sites with changed status 

are highlighted and significant counts are 

discussed. Wherever possible, counts are placed 

in an international context and relevant research 

is summarised. Waterbird totals are provided for 

all sites meeting criteria for international 

importance and species occurring in 

internationally important numbers on each are 

identified. 

WeBS Low Tide Counts are carried out on 

selected estuaries to determine the distribution 

of birds during low tide, and to identify 

important feeding areas that may not be 

recognised during Core Counts that are made 

mostly at high tide. A summary of results for 

these estuaries, and distribution maps for 

selected species, are provided.  

Waterbird totals recorded by the Irish 

Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS), a similar scheme 

operating in the Republic of Ireland, are also 

included. 

 

Methods 

Details of WeBS methodologies, included in the 

Introduction of the annual WeBS report until 

Holt et al. (2009), are available via the WeBS 

website: www.bto.org/webs. 

 

WEATHER IN 2010/11    
 

This summary of UK weather is drawn from the 

Meteorological Office web site at 

www.metoffice.gov.uk. Bracketed figures 

following the month refer to the Core Count 

priority date for the month in question.  
 

United Kingdom 

July (18) saw a west-east split in terms of 

weather. Temperatures and rainfall were typical 

across much of Scotland, Northern Ireland, 

Wales and western England, but it was warmer 

and drier than expected elsewhere particularly 

East Anglia. 

August (15) was characterised by cool and 

rather cloudy weather, with showers and longer 

spells of rain. It was the coolest August since 

1993, while in East Anglia it was the second 

wettest August on record.  

September (19) proved to be an extremely 

changeable month with plenty of rain, especially 

across the northern half of the UK, but also 

some more settled spells. Overall, over the 

course of the month, average temperatures and 

rainfall levels were close to normal. 

October (10) saw an opening period of 

unsettled weather across the UK, with copious 

rainfall. Colder, settled conditions mid-month 

were followed by the return of frontal systems 

and associated unsettled weather. Overall, 

rainfall amounts were close to normal in most 

areas, and it proved to be the equal-sunniest 

October on record in Wales. 

 November (14) saw temperatures well below 

average across most of the UK, typically by 1.5-

2.0°C. Consequently, it proved to be the coldest 

November since 1993. The lowest temperature 

registered was -18°C in Powys; new November 

minima were set for Wales and Northern 

Ireland. Rainfall was generally close to normal in 

most areas.  

Cold conditions intensified in December (19) 

and mean temperatures proved to 

approximately 5°C lower than normal. This 

rendered it the coldest December in over 100 

years. There was significant snowfall in many 

areas and a minimum temperature of -21.3°C 

was recorded in Highland. Although it was cold 

throughout, a period of exceptionally frozen 

conditions occurred for ten days from mid-

month, which therefore impacted WeBS 

coverage for the month.  

In January (16), the very cold conditions from 

the previous month slowly moderated during 

the open fortnight. Overall, temperatures 

remained below average, and Scotland 

continued to experience snow and frozen 

conditions beyond mid-month. Despite a gradual 

thaw, some freshwater wetlands remained 
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frozen at the time of the mid-month WeBS Core 

count date.  

February (13) proved to be a more typical 

month with Atlantic depressions bringing 

unsettled conditions to much of the UK. Average 

temperature was about 2°C higher than the 

recent thirty-year average; the ninth mildest 

February in the last 100 years and a stark 

contrast to the preceding two months.   

 March (13) proved to be largely dry and 

settled thorough the first half of the month, 

although there was a period of snowfall in 

Scotland during the second week. Rainfall was 

very low across much of England; East Anglia 

experienced its second driest March in 100 

years. 

April (17) was dominated by high pressure 

and most of the UK experienced warm, dry 

conditions. Overall, England recorded less than 

10 % of expected rainfall. It was the sunniest 

April since 1929, and a maximum temperature of 

28°C was noted in Surrey. 

May (15) proved to be relatively unsettled 

with more rainfall than expected in the north 

and west, but relatively dry conditions persisted 

in the east. Mean temperatures were slightly 

above average.   

After a dry start, June (12) proved to be 

wetter than expected across many parts, 

particularly central and southern England where 

it was 150% wetter than normal. 

 
 

Table 1. The percentage of inland count units 
(lakes, reservoirs, gravel pits, rivers and canals) in 
the UK with any ice and with 75% or more of their 
surface covered by ice during WeBS counts in winter 
2010/11 (England divided by a line drawn roughly 
between the Humber and the Mersey Estuaries). 
 
 

Region Ice S O N D J F M
  

Northern Ireland >0% 0 0 0 86 35 0 0

 >74% 0 0 0 66 22 0 0

Scotland >0% 0 <1 13 75 54 10 3

 >74% 0 0 6 68 40 5 <1

N England >0% 0 0 3 81 22 <1 <1

 >74% 0 0 <1 73 7 0 0

S England >0% 0 <1 2 82 9 1 <1

 >74% 0 0 <1 70 4 <1 0

Wales >0% 0 0 <1 81 7 2 0

 >74% 0 0 0 60 5 0 0

 

 

 

Arctic Breeding Conditions 2010 

Arctic breeding conditions for birds that winter 

within the UK are summarised from information 

available from the website www.arcticbirds.ru 

having been collated by Soloviev & Tomkovich 

(2011). 

    Typically, there was considerable variation in 

summer temperatures across the Arctic region in 

2010, but generally the figures were above 

average. This was particularly the case across 

most of arctic Russia, eastern Siberia, arctic 

Canada and Greenland – where recorded 

temperatures were up to 5.5°C higher than 

usual. An exception to this was northern 

Scandinavia where it was cooler than expected, 

particularly during the early stages of the 

summer. 

Rodent abundance was generally low across 

most arctic regions in 2010, although high 

densities were recorded at a scattering of 

regularly monitored sites in arctic Russia. 

Indications from sites across the Arctic were of 

good avian breeding success across the majority 

of regions in 2010. Typically however, some 

stations did not conform to this trend; for 

example, results from the small number of 

monitoring stations located in Greenland and 

northern Canada were more mixed, and in some 

cases there success was considered to be poor. 

 

 

   Turnstone chicks  (Jack Ashton-Booth)
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COVERAGE     

 

WeBS Core Counts 

Coordinated, synchronous counts are advocated 

to prevent double-counting or birds being 

missed. Priority dates are recommended 

nationally (Table 2). Due to differences in tidal 

regimes around the country, counts at some 

estuaries were made on other dates to match 

the most suitable conditions. Weather and 

counter availability also result in some counts 

being made on alternative dates. 

 

  Standard Core counts were received from 2,422 

sites for July 2010 to June 2011 (5% increase 

compared to previous year), comprising 4,476 

count sectors (sub-divisions of large sites for 

which separate counts are provided).  
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Figure 1. Position of all locations counted for 
standard WeBS and I-WeBS counts between July 
2010 and June 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

WeBS and I-WeBS coverage in 2010/11 is 

shown in Figure 1. The location of each count 

sector is shown using only its central grid 

reference. The grid references of principal WeBS 

count sites mentioned in the Principal Sites table 

(Table 6.) are given in Table A2, Appendix 2 and 

are shown in Figure A1, Appendix 2. 

 
Table 2. WeBS Core Count priority dates in 2010/11 
 

18 July 16 January 
15 August 13 February 
19 September 13 March 
10 October 17 April 
14 November 15 May 
19 December 12 June 

 

Areas with few wetlands (e.g. inland Essex/ 

Suffolk) or low population density (e.g. much of 

Scotland) are apparent on the map as areas with 

little coverage. Although poorly covered 

compared to most areas, Northwest Scotland 

was again covered by the RAF Ornithological 

Society in 2010/11. Northern Ireland remains 

relatively poorly covered away from the major 

sites, and further volunteers from there or 

indeed anywhere in the UK are always welcome. 

 

Goose censuses 

In 2010/11, counts of Taiga Bean Geese were 

submitted by the Bean Goose Action Group 

(Slamannan Plateau) and the RSPB (Middle Yare 

Marshes). Surveys of Pink-footed and Icelandic 

Greylag Geese were undertaken at, primarily, 

roost sites in October to December 2010 as part 

of the Icelandic-breeding Goose Census. A 

census of Greylag Geese at key sites in 

Northwest Scotland was carried out in August 

2010 and February 2011 by the Uist Greylag 

Goose Management Committee and other 

groups. Counts of Greenland White-fronted 

Geese were undertaken by the Greenland 

White-fronted Goose Study. Greenland Barnacle 

Geese were counted regularly by SNH and 

others on Islay and other key locations, while 

Svalbard Barnacle Geese on the Solway were 

counted regularly by WWT staff and volunteers. 

Data were also provided by the International 

Light-bellied Brent Goose census. 

 

Seaduck surveys 

Monthly aerial and/or land-based counts of 

Common Scoter in Carmarthen Bay were carried 

out in January to March 2010 (CCW/APEM 

2012). 
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TOTAL NUMBERS     

 

Total numbers of waterbirds recorded through 

WeBS in 2010/11 are given in Tables 3 & 4, for 

Great Britain (including Isle of Man but excluding 

Channel Islands) and Northern Ireland, 

respectively. Site coverage for gulls and terns is 

given separately since recording of these species 

was optional.  

I-WeBS counts of waterbirds in Ireland are 

available from a link on the WeBS website at 

www.bto.org/webs. 

 

 

                    Grey Plovers (John Bowers) 

Introduced and escaped waterbirds 

Many species of waterbird occur in the UK as a 

result of introductions, particularly through 

escapes from collections. Several species have 

become established, e.g. Canada Goose. The 

British Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 

categorises each species occurring in Britain 

according to its likely origin. The categories are 

explained at  www.bou.org.uk. Species that have 

been recorded as ‘introductions, human-assisted 

transportees or escapes from captivity, and 

whose breeding populations (if any) are not 

thought to be self-sustaining’ are included in the 

BOURC’s category E. WeBS records of these 

species are included in this report both for the 

sake of completeness and in order to assess 

their status and monitor any changes in 

numbers, a key requirement given the need, 

under the African-Eurasian Waterbird 

Agreement of the Bonn Convention ‘...to prevent 

the unintentional release of such species...’ and 

once introduced, the need ‘...to prevent these 

species from becoming a threat to indigenous 

species’ (Holmes et al. 1998). 

Numbers of established populations (e.g. 

Canada Goose and Ruddy Duck, which are 

placed in category C) are excluded from Figure 2. 

Additionally, species that occur both naturally 

(category A) and as introductions or escapes 

(category E), e.g. Pink-footed Goose, are also 

excluded since separation of introduced and 

escaped birds from wild ones is not readily 

possible. However, Ruddy Shelduck (categories 

B/E) is included; the BOURC does not consider 

any recent records to have been of wild origin. 

Additionally, a small number of species not yet 

assigned to category by BOURC (e.g. Coscoroba 

Swan) are included. 

A total of 22 category E species were 

recorded in 2010/11, at 182 sites. This is an 

increase of 2% in terms of sites compared to 

2009/10. The summed site maximum of 417 

birds is the same total as that registered in 

2009/10.  

Typically, the majority of the total (53%) was 

made up of Black Swans and Muscovy Ducks. 

These were followed in abundance by Bar-

headed Goose, Ruddy Shelduck, Chinese Goose, 

Emperor Goose, Lesser Canada Goose, Wood 

Duck; all of which were recorded in at least 

double-figures. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Number of species (white bars), number 
of sites at which birds were recorded (grey bars) 
and summed site maxima (black bars) for waterbirds 
in the BOURC’s category E. 
 

 

Wood Duck (Neil Calbrade)      
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Table 3. Total numbers of waterbirds recorded by WeBS Core Counts in Great Britain in 2010/11. Census 
totals are indicated by ‘*’. 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 944 1,011 1,554 1,794 1,822 

YU Lesser Whistling Duck 0 0 0 1 0 

MS Mute Swan 13,768 16,101 20,293 22,852 23,440 

AS Black Swan 33 44 46 44 41 

BS Bewick's Swan 0 0 0 0 99 

WS Whooper Swan 24 16 165 1,358 6,160 

HN Chinese Goose 0 0 3 6 7 

XF Taiga Bean Goose 0 0 210* 250* 265* 

XR Tundra Bean Goose 0 0 0 0 8 

PG Pink-footed Goose 18 27 24,340 288,798* 271,394* 

EW European White-fronted Goose 0 0 0 58 94 

NW Greenland White-fronted Goose 1 1 10 3 1,049 

LC Lesser White-fronted Goose 1 0 1 3 3 

JI Icelandic Greylag Goose 3,944 5,232 7,903 23,948 101,506* 

JE British Greylag Goose 18,624 30,439 37,428 39,448 37,207 

ZM Hybrid goose 32 32 33 44 28 

HD Bar-headed Goose 10 9 18 30 8 

SJ Snow Goose 1 2 4 6 4 

RJ Ross's Goose 1 1 0 5 4 

EM Emperor Goose 5 14 12 13 12 

CG Canada Goose 39,561 46,073 62,515 65,548 58,936 

LQ Lesser Canada Goose 0 0 2 3 1 

NE Hawaiian Goose 0 0 0 0 0 

YN Greenland Barnacle Goose 1 0 218 317 1,924 

YS Svalbard Barnacle Goose 28 24 33 35,640* 23,180 

YE Naturalised Barnacle Goose 331 454 895 1,100 1,324 

DB Dark-bellied Brent Goose 41 13 264 59,676 58,916 

QN Canadian Light-bellied Brent Goose 0 1 42 480 844 

QS Svalbard Light-bellied Brent Goose 1 1 2,837 5,637 5,385 

BB Black Brant 0 0 0 0 4 

EB Red-breasted Goose 1 1 5 0 5 

EG Egyptian Goose 492 620 724 602 371 

UB Paradise Shelduck 0 0 0 0 0 

UA Australian Shelduck 0 0 0 0 0 

UD Ruddy Shelduck 1 7 3 3 6 

SU Shelduck 18,197 14,000 25,314 37,673 46,806 

MY Muscovy Duck 27 18 31 44 58 

DC Wood Duck 3 2 3 6 5 

MN Mandarin 215 231 370 400 703 

MQ Maned Duck 0 0 1 1 0 

WN Wigeon 470 1,122 34,818 183,569 289,502 

AW American Wigeon 0 0 0 0 0 

HL Chiloe Wigeon 2 0 6 1 1 

GA Gadwall 3,728 7,986 13,291 15,478 16,826 

IK Baikal Teal 0 0 0 0 0 

T. Teal 1,447 13,960 58,320 114,774 118,361 

TA Green-winged Teal 0 0 0 0 2 

MA Mallard 55,234 76,805 112,076 127,198 126,619 

ZF Feral/hybrid mallard type 477 470 540 690 726 

QB Chestnut Teal 0 1 0 0 1 

PT Pintail 8 109 3,296 9,592 15,561 

YL Yellow-billed Pintail 0 0 0 0 0 

PN White-cheeked Pintail 0 1 1 1 0 

GY Garganey 6 32 16 6 3 
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Table 3. continued 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,525 1,965 1,959 1,804 1,151 986 973 

YU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MS 17,002 20,080 18,479 17,839 11,336 9,467 12,000 

AS 38 21 19 27 22 21 21 

BS 1,023 1,939 1,565 67 0 0 0 

WS 4,135 4,795 5,843 5,214 162 47 20 

HN 4 10 6 7 1 2 1 

XF 126 82 80 0 0 0 0 

XR 5 26 21 3 1 0 0 

PG 225,221* 152,916 67,956 71,459 48,958 1,973 69 

EW 1,153 3,087 1,788 118 11 0 0 

NW 12,435* 553 208 13,255* 10 0 0 

LC 1 2 1 1 1 0 0 

JI 98,078* 21,671 19,798 20,975 1,546 889 4,064 

JE 28,335 31,975 21,775 20,347 10,362 10,957 22,989 

ZM 29 33 19 25 68 17 34 

HD 7 14 9 3 5 7 12 

SJ 26 0 2 8 1 3 0 

RJ 2 4 1 1 1 0 1 

EM 10 9 8 7 7 9 8 

CG 44,184 60,044 41,590 30,661 16,593 14,119 30,240 

LQ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 

YN 44,844* 618 1,476 35,661* 655 13 0 

YS 11,076 23,953 5,362 16,759 15,718 244 8 

YE 891 1,802 1,014 1,297 408 467 569 

DB 49,236 68,483 71,550 47,694 14,330 4,688 65 

QN 907 1,018 564 736 22 0 1 

QS 1,869 4,498 1,993 855 19 4 0 

BB 3 5 5 2 0 0 0 

EB 4 2 3 6 0 3 2 

EG 304 429 412 358 385 304 443 

UB 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

UA 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

UD 2 2 3 5 1 1 0 

SU 28,060 52,041 45,398 37,776 20,145 13,956 15,471 

MY 36 65 46 48 30 37 33 

DC 3 4 5 7 2 1 0 

MN 326 442 325 265 207 210 215 

MQ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WN 265,219 391,660 245,046 127,978 2,747 277 279 

AW 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 

HL 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

GA 17,457 20,526 16,719 10,395 4,395 3,466 3,909 

IK 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 

T. 105,769 162,401 142,773 63,934 7,260 383 536 

TA 3 4 2 3 1 0 0 

MA 121,279 133,775 93,313 62,340 31,168 30,983 43,759 

ZF 597 700 659 575 343 332 410 

QB 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PT 12,340 19,655 15,592 4,923 174 32 12 

YL 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

PN 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

GY 0 0 0 2 39 45 11 
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Table 3. continued 

 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 944 1,011 1,554 1,794 1,822 

TB Blue-winged Teal 0 0 0 0 0 

SV Shoveler 549 2,337 8,107 11,104 10,469 

IE Ringed Teal 2 0 1 0 0 

RQ Red-crested Pochard 46 133 397 348 470 

PO Pochard 2,876 5,567 7,415 9,574 16,846 

NG Ring-necked Duck 1 0 1 2 2 

FD Ferruginous Duck 1 2 3 4 2 

TU Tufted Duck 25,068 38,279 51,368 53,699 55,626 

SP Scaup 7 9 15 928 1,299 

AY Lesser Scaup 0 0 0 0 0 

ZD Aythya hybrid 1 0 1 8 7 

EE Eider (Except Shetland) 14,295 15,342 15,022 16,506 16,420 

EF Eider (Shetland) 28 20 0 0 1 

KE King Eider 0 0 1 0 1 

LN Long-tailed Duck 0 0 2 1,011 481 

CX Common Scoter 441 1,957 2466 2,859 5,354 

FS Surf Scoter 0 0 0 0 1 

VS Velvet Scoter 133 173 285 72 102 

UX Unidentified scoter 0 0 0 70 0 

DX Black Scoter 0 0 0 0 0 

GN Goldeneye 295 254 317 881 7,144 

HO Hooded Merganser 0 0 0 0 0 

SY Smew 0 1 1 3 15 

RM Red-breasted Merganser 704 930 1,038 1,622 2,712 

GD Goosander 889 1,215 1,331 1,824 2,622 

RY Ruddy Duck 62 71 118 121 111 

UM Unidentified duck 9 4 9 165 25 

RH Red-throated Diver 40 74 285 283 357 

BV Black-throated Diver 2 4 9 31 33 

ND Great Northern Diver 2 2 3 42 215 

UL Unidentified diver 0 0 1 0 0 

PJ Pied-billed Grebe 0 0 0 0 1 

LG Little Grebe 1,867 3,343 5,276 5,260 4,908 

GG Great Crested Grebe 4,555 6,548 9,312 8,719 8,555 

RX Red-necked Grebe 0 0 5 2 7 

SZ Slavonian Grebe 2 4 21 187 229 

BN Black-necked Grebe 11 24 19 21 17 

UV Unidentified grebe 0 0 0 1 0 

CA Cormorant 7,823 11,137 16,445 17,591 17,333 

SA Shag 315 1,008 2,001 2,233 2,777 

XU Unidentified Cormorant/Shag 0 0 0 1 0 

BI Bittern 4 3 6 6 24 

NT Night Heron 0 0 0 0 0 

QH Squacco Heron 0 0 0 1 1 

EC Cattle Egret 0 2 0 1 3 

ET Little Egret 2,049 3,286 4,368 4,423 2,865 

HW Great White Egret 2 1 4 9 7 

H. Grey Heron 2,436 2,758 3,938 4,178 3,716 

UR Purple Heron 1 1 0 0 0 

OR White Stork 0 0 1 0 0 

IB Glossy Ibis 0 0 3 1 3 

NB Spoonbill 28 47 43 21 34 

FL Greater Flamingo 0 0 0 0 0 

WA Water Rail 46 69 124 284 575 
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Table 3. continued 

 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,525 1,965 1,959 1,804 1,151 986 973 

TB 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 

SV 7,798 9,032 9,753 8,124 1,437 566 477 

IE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

RQ 461 346 371 316 38 72 49 

PO 15,715 20,577 19,306 9,702 1,355 1,261 1,547 

NG 1 1 3 2 1 0 0 

FD 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 

TU 47,364 61,795 56,636 47,787 24,141 10,173 10,193 

SP 1,831 1,377 1,304 433 251 10 1 

AY 0 3 2 2 1 0 0 

ZD 4 11 5 4 4 0 1 

EE 14,482 14,386 15,060 17,258 14,115 12,994 14,404 

EF 0 1 0 2 21 26 12 

KE 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 

LN 1,002 1,011 1,006 765 86 15 5 

CX 4,050 9,608 11,562 19,588 8,954 925 810 

FS 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 

VS 53 783 417 361 196 358 166 

UX 0 304 8 0 0 0 0 

DX 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

GN 7,035 10,184 12,564 11,078 1,290 25 56 

HO 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 

SY 145 232 196 105 1 0 0 

RM 2,107 2,521 2,764 3,252 1,236 501 642 

GD 2,361 4,643 4,040 2,862 732 350 603 

RY 108 99 49 30 27 20 28 

UM 56 87 215 15 3 6 10 

RH 434 443 416 638 163 47 38 

BV 52 72 45 78 36 3 6 

ND 100 93 124 88 76 27 2 

UL 4 0 2 4 0 0 0 

PJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

LG 3,439 2,866 2,673 2,316 1,163 921 883 

GG 6,494 4,692 6,976 6,887 4,634 3,539 3,721 

RX 9 9 7 7 5 6 0 

SZ 186 114 252 143 24 3 0 

BN 71 51 62 59 41 23 24 

UV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

CA 10,408 12,680 13,699 10,872 5,574 5,677 6,553 

SA 1,100 1,408 1,416 930 382 424 370 

XU 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 

BI 92 56 46 31 13 6 3 

NT 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

QH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

EC 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

ET 628 869 938 1,198 798 714 830 

HW 5 10 8 6 0 0 3 

H. 1,789 2,833 3,216 2,788 1,993 1,873 2,075 

UR 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 

OR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

IB 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

NB 18 26 17 19 8 10 30 

FL 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 

WA 317 195 171 164 45 33 29 
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Table 3. continued  

 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 944 1,011 1,554 1,794 1,822 

AK Spotted Crake 0 2 0 0 0 

CE Corncrake 0 0 0 0 0 

MH Moorhen 5,165 7,202 10,970 11,530 12,503 

CO Coot 48,326 69,428 102,730 106,819 114,436 

AN Crane 0 2 0 5 3 

KF Kingfisher 160 223 426 389 444 

       

 TOTAL WILDFOWL 274,974 385,311 649,975 1,298,145 1,496,155 

 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 944 1,011 1,554 1,794 1,822 

OC Oystercatcher 41,056 159,698 233,028 246,014 238,924 

AV Avocet 2,499 2,136 1,596 7,183 7,076 

TN Stone Curlew 3 7 0 0 0 

KP Kentish Plover 0 0 0 0 0 

LP Little Ringed Plover 310 107 14 2 1 

RP Ringed Plover 1,431 11,220 11,537 8,950 6,520 

ID American Golden Plover 0 0 0 1 0 

GP Golden Plover 3,847 19,401 25,492 64,763 144,916 

GV Grey Plover 792 13,174 23,798 32,620 27,577 

L. Lapwing 21,220 51,237 60,997 91,347 185,251 

KN Knot 25,158 149,919 225,769 261,164 199,291 

SS Sanderling 2,035 8,686 11,827 7,531 9,012 

LX Little Stint 1 19 76 50 6 

TK Temminck's Stint 0 1 0 0 0 

BQ Buff-breasted Sandpiper 0 0 0 3 0 

BP Baird's Sandpiper 0 0 0 1 0 

PP Pectoral Sandpiper 1 0 13 2 0 

CV Curlew Sandpiper 4 19 272 73 2 

PS Purple Sandpiper 52 101 152 444 882 

DN Dunlin 40,280 49,791 57,183 184,640 275,621 

RU Ruff 113 277 312 337 522 

JS Jack Snipe 0 1 3 51 87 

SN Snipe 164 856 1,964 4,917 6,029 

LD Long-billed Dowitcher 0 0 0 0 0 

WK Woodcock 2 2 0 6 29 

BW Black-tailed Godwit 8,302 19,929 27,477 32,799 29,351 

BA Bar-tailed Godwit 5,831 27,453 35,005 40,001 29,332 

WM Whimbrel 662 1,048 282 40 14 

CU Curlew 35,759 58,898 67,810 83,396 63,134 

CS Common Sandpiper 1,190 1,032 360 102 66 

PQ Spotted Sandpiper 0 0 1 0 0 

GE Green Sandpiper 436 768 328 258 176 

DR Spotted Redshank 94 243 147 157 59 

GK Greenshank 543 1,443 1,470 1,082 467 

LY Lesser Yellowlegs 0 0 0 1 0 

OD Wood Sandpiper 8 34 7 1 0 

RK Redshank 19,141 49,797 74,616 88,627 80,147 

TT Turnstone 673 5,436 7,961 11,157 10,714 

WF Wilson's Phalarope 0 0 1 1 0 

NK Red-necked Phalarope 0 0 1 0 0 

PL Grey Phalarope 0 0 6 1 8 
       

 TOTAL WADERS 211,607 632,733 869,505 1,167,722 1,315,214 
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Table 3. continued 

 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,525 1,965 1,959 1,804 1,151 986 973 

AK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

CE 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

MH 9,226 9,112 8,578 8,624 4,446 3,206 3,358 

CO 94,714 98,248 75,578 51,782 20,785 18,313 26,636 

AN 2 2 2 3 1 0 0 

KF 176 130 123 125 64 61 88 

        

 1,325,880 1,450,623 1,071,049 800,093 281,283 155,155 208,842 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,525 1,965 1,959 1,804 1,151 986 973 

OC 161,517 213,280 194,863 124,715 54,564 34,803 31,749 

AV 4,567 6,849 6,382 4,091 2,723 2,043 1688 

TN 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 

KP 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 

LP 0 0 0 13 414 346 349 

RP 3,890 4,341 4,474 2,563 5,472 15,997 1,979 

ID 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GP 8,675 52,113 43,575 25,544 1,996 35 24 

GV 21,572 34,741 26,327 29,594 18,633 11,248 1,747 

L. 59,713 268,020 222,106 27,750 6,337 4,292 6,662 

KN 105,882 239,445 228,069 154,579 80,938 12,098 4,898 

SS 6,162 7,361 6,885 8,332 7,201 6,163 1,878 

LX 1 2 0 2 1 3 4 

TK 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 

BQ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

BP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PP 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

CV 0 0 1 0 0 7 0 

PS 736 1,353 1,505 1,516 240 56 2 

DN 215,053 309,306 248,297 110,426 41,306 78,879 2,646 

RU 134 248 340 350 144 23 7 

JS 28 39 34 33 0 0 0 

SN 3,173 2,426 2,737 3,106 341 75 59 

LD 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WK 207 72 43 18 0 1 1 

BW 20,366 24,079 21,369 17,130 16,518 2,455 1,999 

BA 19,305 57,657 61,563 21,344 5,089 4,153 1,963 

WM 16 53 17 8 553 985 100 

CU 36,923 73,852 74,608 58,561 18,740 4,517 6,122 

CS 28 23 25 32 250 280 267 

PQ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GE 58 93 81 84 101 8 41 

DR 33 55 36 38 61 3 12 

GK 249 288 262 258 159 71 50 

LY 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

OD 0 0 0 0 3 14 1 

RK 40,888 58,819 62,737 50,661 19,913 2,732 2,312 

TT 6,849 10,945 9,301 8,982 4,448 1,100 512 

WF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        

 716,025 1,365,461 1,215,637 649,731 286,149 182,398 67,074 
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Table 3. continued 

 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 824 869 1,329 1,515 1,533 

KI Kittiwake 367 368 682 191 92 

ON Bonaparte's Gull 0 0 0 0 0 

BH Black-headed Gull 87,857 119,690 168,223 174,517 173,601 

LU Little Gull 3 27 5 14 3 

FG Franklin’s Gull 1 0 0 0 0 

MU Mediterranean Gull 386 844 1,565 827 353 

CM Common Gull 4,712 13,388 20,493 37,653 36,526 

IN Ring-billed Gull 0 0 1 0 2 

LB Lesser Black-backed Gull 34,907 15,298 17,901 20,890 17,736 

HG Herring Gull 30,548 44,671 58,117 69,592 79,872 

YG Yellow-legged Gull 27 36 40 43 52 

YC Caspian Gull 0 1 0 1 2 

IG Iceland Gull 0 1 0 1 1 

GZ Glaucous Gull 0 0 1 0 3 

GB Great Black-backed Gull 2,617 3,838 7,389 8,318 9,463 

UU Unidentified gull 43 124 714 584 738 

OU Unidentified small gull 0 0 4 0 0 

VU Unidentified large gull 0 2 1 0 0 
       

 TOTAL GULLS 161,468 198,288 275,136 312,631 318,444 

 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 809 847 1,235 1,383 1,345 

AF Little Tern 1,145 330 23 3 0 

WD Whiskered Tern 0 1 0 0 0 

BJ Black Tern 1 24 63 11 0 

WJ White-winged Black Tern 0 1 0 0 0 

TE Sandwich Tern 3,762 6,158 2,590 183 7 

CN Common Tern 5,712 4,441 776 73 0 

RS Roseate Tern 4 4 2 0 0 

AE Arctic Tern 632 202 9 9 0 

UI Common/Arctic Tern 196 4 2 1 0 

UT Unidentified tern 1 0 0 0 0 

       

 TOTAL TERNS 11,453 11,165 3,465 280 7 
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Table 3. continued 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,267 1,652 1,635 1,500 991 854 848 

KI 49 102 33 561 565 439 538 

ON 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

BH 143,771 224,169 192,414 149,174 61,399 38,744 39,653 

LU 0 7 6 2 88 8 10 

FG 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MU 220 340 659 697 334 159 163 

CM 52,115 51,709 43,647 31,650 4,818 3,184 3,018 

IN 2 4 1 2 0 0 0 

LB 10,944 12,156 7,964 17,746 21,451 22,097 19,210 

HG 49,872 106,832 61,065 51,234 38,466 33,155 32,235 

YG 43 32 10 7 6 10 9 

YC 9 1 4 4 0 0 0 

IG 0 8 3 6 0 0 0 

GZ 3 5 2 2 1 1 1 

GB 8,336 9,127 5,084 4,934 1,921 1,716 1,877 

UU 3,427 187 2,651 219 283 14 33 

OU 0 0 25 0 8 0 0 

VU 0 0 0 0 26 2,027 0 
        

 268,791 404,679 313,568 256,238 129,366 101,555 96,748 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 1,123 1,433 1,406 1,330 923 809 821 

AF 0 0 0 0 25 881 967 

WD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

BJ 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 

WJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TE 1 1 2 61 1,429 3,614 6,322 

CN 0 0 0 3 641 3,887 4,538 

RS 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

AE 0 0 0 0 14 355 384 

UI 0 0 0 0 0 2 23 

UT 0 0 0 0 0 9 2 

        

 1 1 2 64 2,110 8,751 12,240 
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Table 4. Total numbers of waterbirds recorded by WeBS Core Counts in Northern Ireland in 2010/11. Census 
totals are indicated by ‘*’. (I-WeBS totals in the Republic of Ireland available via www.bto.org/webs). 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 3 2 11 14 18 

MS Mute Swan 10 4 1,167 1,140 958 

WS Whooper Swan 2 1 22 270 1,475 

PG Pink-footed Goose 0 0 15 21 2 

NW Greenland White-fronted Goose 0 0 0 0 0 

JE British/Irish Greylag Goose 0 0 127 294 803 

SJ Snow Goose 0 0 1 1 1 

CG Canada Goose 0 0 85 147 211 

YE Naturalised Barnacle Goose 0 0 0 375 375 

DB Dark-bellied Brent Goose 0 0 0 0 0 

QN Canadian Light-bellied Brent Goose 1 0 22,087 36,519 10,169 

SU Shelduck 20 7 450 1,919 2,018 

WN Wigeon 0 4 414 3,885 2,124 

GA Gadwall 0 0 157 169 183 

T. Teal 0 0 1,359 4,612 3,282 

MA Mallard 111 160 6,642 7,972 4,437 

PT Pintail 0 0 12 328 87 

SV Shoveler 0 0 47 70 114 

PO Pochard 0 0 414 1,202 4,746 

TU Tufted Duck 0 0 1,768 2,027 5,077 

SP Scaup 0 0 4 629 2,763 

E. Eider 0 0 732 1,324 2,073 

LN Long-tailed Duck 0 0 0 0 3 

CX Common Scoter 0 0 0 2 13 

VS Velvet Scoter 0 0 0 1 0 

GN Goldeneye 0 0 10 67 2,581 

SY Smew 0 0 0 0 1 

RM Red-breasted Merganser 0 0 308 340 417 

GD Goosander 0 0 0 0 0 

RY Ruddy Duck 0 0 4 11 9 

RH Red-throated Diver 0 0 4 13 46 

ND Great Northern Diver 0 0 0 1 4 

LG Little Grebe 0 0 380 544 532 

GG Great Crested Grebe 0 0 1,061 1,324 821 

SZ Slavonian Grebe 0 0 0 0 0 

CA Cormorant 53 102 1,680 1,855 1,862 

SA Shag 0 0 277 312 479 

IB Glossy Ibis 0 0 0 1 0 

ET Little Egret 13 21 58 63 55 

H. Grey Heron 47 25 322 372 398 

WA Water Rail 0 0 1 4 3 

MH Moorhen 0 0 196 274 162 

CO Coot 0 0 2,351 2,219 1,949 

KF Kingfisher 0 0 2 0 3 

       

 TOTAL WILDFOWL 257 324 42,889 71,631 52,309 
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Table 4. continued 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 16 22 20 19 4 3 2 

MS 799 1,572 1,101 699 4 29 24 

WS 560 2,614 2,602 1,842 0 1 0 

PG 51 0 25 22 0 0 0 

NW 0 68 0 35 0 0 0 

JE 337 1,210 1,614 2,010 0 0 0 

SJ 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 

CG 132 903 524 208 0 0 0 

YE 370 364 8 369 0 0 0 

DB 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

QN 1,687 3,558 3,136 3,713 160 0 0 

SU 2,181 3,526 2,950 2,239 83 59 45 

WN 999 3,527 3,190 1,920 0 0 2 

GA 98 105 141 173 0 0 0 

T. 1,745 4,707 2,475 1,925 14 0 0 

MA 1,889 4,978 3,133 2,718 140 168 207 

PT 190 270 449 84 0 0 0 

SV 82 10 75 43 0 0 0 

PO 19 5,075 4,857 1,439 0 0 0 

TU 862 7,664 11,379 4,276 26 19 22 

SP 1,155 1,904 1,112 2,266 0 0 0 

E. 1,180 1,636 1,213 3,088 19 0 2 

LN 5 2 12 15 0 0 0 

CX 0 4 8 6 0 0 0 

VS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GN 195 3,405 3,829 3,184 0 0 0 

SY 0 2 3 3 0 0 0 

RM 128 160 303 342 2 0 0 

GD 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 

RY 0 3 6 3 0 0 0 

RH 8 48 5 47 0 0 0 

ND 0 3 1 9 0 0 0 

LG 158 413 158 139 12 10 18 

GG 460 462 444 874 4 0 0 

SZ 1 1 0 11 0 0 0 

CA 178 1,172 1,189 1,034 40 41 6 

SA 29 448 69 142 0 0 0 

IB 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ET 0 16 12 20 1 0 0 

H. 47 281 152 111 5 7 6 

WA 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 

MH 163 167 97 161 2 5 4 

CO 2,184 3,182 2,410 997 5 10 14 

KF 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 

        

 19,074 55,100 49,905 39,259 536 349 352 
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Table 4. continued 

 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 3 2 11 14 18 

OC Oystercatcher 535 1,593 10,984 12,809 12,362 

RP Ringed Plover 10 8 149 252 369 

GP Golden Plover 0 0 166 3,829 4,600 

GV Grey Plover 0 0 7 34 54 

L. Lapwing 51 101 940 3,253 6,858 

KN Knot 5 7 16 983 713 

SS Sanderling 0 0 207 538 198 

LX Little Stint 0 0 6 1 0 

PS Purple Sandpiper 0 0 0 7 41 

DN Dunlin 85 39 1,100 1,691 4,001 

BQ Buff-breasted Sandpiper 0 0 2 0 0 

RU Ruff 0 2 0 0 0 

JS Jack Snipe 0 0 0 0 0 

SN Snipe 0 0 11 62 152 

GE Green Sandpiper 0 1 0 0 0 

WK Woodcock 0 0 0 0 0 

BW Black-tailed Godwit 57 50 479 1,032 570 

BA Bar-tailed Godwit 0 0 1,017 1,647 638 

WM Whimbrel 7 1 0 0 1 

CU Curlew 342 387 4,017 3,667 3,195 

CS Common Sandpiper 8 2 0 0 0 

GK Greenshank 32 30 87 119 99 

RK Redshank 814 691 3,455 5,720 6,191 

TT Turnstone 14 1 370 995 1,628 

       

 TOTAL WADERS 1,960 2,913 23,013 36,639 41,670 

 
 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 3 2 11 11 15 

KI Kittiwake 0 0 0 16 1 

BH Black-headed Gull 380 566 6,027 7,040 5,753 

MU Mediterranean Gull 0 0 1 0 0 

CM Common Gull 597 245 2,633 1,730 1,278 

LB Lesser Black-backed Gull 15 14 1,143 800 304 

HG Herring Gull 73 155 1,453 1,141 1,667 

IG Iceland Gull 0 0 0 0 0 

GB Great Black-backed Gull 112 166 258 260 245 

       

 TOTAL GULLS 1,177 1,146 11,515 10,987 9,248 

 
 
 

 Species Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Number of sites visited 3 2 9 10 8 

BJ Black Tern 0 0 4 0 0 

TE Sandwich Tern 78 66 26 36 3 

CN Common Tern 4 5 0 0 0 

AE Arctic Tern 2 0 0 0 0 

       

 TOTAL TERNS 84 71 30 36 3 

 

 



 

 

23

Table 4. continued 

 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 16 22 20 19 4 3 2 

OC 6,877 14,130 9,236 7,235 151 295 46 

RP 33 418 164 193 50 39 6 

GP 10 3,797 2,569 4,490 644 0 0 

GV 9 83 63 22 2 0 0 

L. 3,448 11,902 7,235 532 0 0 0 

KN 17 879 1,898 598 0 0 0 

SS 60 213 322 1 15 42 0 

LX 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PS 3 93 13 51 0 0 0 

DN 2,766 5,848 4,315 2,557 70 100 10 

BQ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

RU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

JS 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

SN 173 83 15 3 0 0 0 

GE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WK 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

BW 162 811 916 1,771 180 10 0 

BA 304 2,124 1,206 1,684 158 0 0 

WM 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 

CU 1,500 5,272 4,398 3,392 64 7 20 

CS 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 

GK 17 60 60 89 0 0 0 

RK 2,205 4,643 3,793 3,823 132 0 0 

TT 264 1,337 632 1,385 24 0 0 

        

 17,848 51,695 36,836 27,827 1,492 493 84 

 
 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 13 21 18 18 4 3 2 

KI 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 

BH 1,579 8,117 8,873 9,292 250 46 46 

MU 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 

CM 413 2,694 2,842 2,500 102 142 12 

LB 22 189 150 488 9 11 11 

HG 147 1,982 1,353 2,378 98 92 23 

IG 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

GB 34 300 259 369 41 51 18 

        

 2,195 13,282 13,480 15,033 500 342 110 

 
 
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

sites 10 17 15 14 4 3 2 

BJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TE 0 5 0 0 67 27 20 

CN 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

AE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

        

 0 5 0 0 67 28 20 
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Ê Ë Ì Ê Í Ê Í Ì Ê Î Ê Î Ì Ê Ï Ê Ï Ì Ð Ê Ð Ê Ì Ð Ð Ñ Ò Ó Ñ Ô Õ ÓÖ × Ø Ô Ù Ò Ú × Ó Ø Ô Û Ó Õ Ø × Ò Ó Õ Ü × Ý Þ Ò Û Ø Õ Ó ß Ô × Ó Ø à Ô á âã ä å æ ç è é ê ë æ ç ë ì í î ê æ ï ð ï ï ñ ò ð ó ô õ ö ð ÷ ò ò ò ð ô ï ï ö ð ó ó ô ø ë ì ÷ ð ö ò ò
����ù å è ê ú ë è ç ê è ñ ð û ò ÷ ô ð ò ï ÷ ô ð õ ü ÷ ý þ õ ð û ö û ý þ ô ð ñ ü û ý þ ÿ ê � õ ð ó õ õ
��������Ö × Ø Ô Ù Ò Ú Ó Õ Ø × Ò Ó Õ Ü × Ý Þ Ò Û Ø Õ Ó ß Ô × Ó � Û Ô Õ Ø � Û × Ø Õ × Ó
����ã ä � ç ã ê � ê ì õ ð ü ü ü û ð ü ö ó ñ ð õ ô ü û ð ô ï û û ð õ ó ó � ê � ô ð ñ ñ ö
����� � � ê � 	 ä ì 
 ê è ê � � ä � � õ ð û ü ÷ ô ð õ ö ö ï ö ó û ð û õ ñ û ð õ ó ü � ê � û ð ÷ ü ô
����� å ì æ ê ì ê è è ë ì í 
 
 ê î ë 
 û ð ó ñ ò ÷ ô ï û ð ó û ò û ð õ ö ü ò ÷ ò � å æ û ð ó ô ü
����� ç ê � � ë � � ê 
 ã ë � ê û ð ô ô ó ü ó ó ö õ ó û ð ó ü ö û ð õ ó ö é ä � ò ñ ñ
����ÿ � ê ê 	 ë ì í ú ê 
 ï ÷ ò ò ï ó ÷ û ï ü ÷ ñ ò ô û � ê � ï õ ñ
����� ç ë � ê è � è 	 å ë � 
 ñ ï ñ ï ö ñ ö ï ï ÷ û ñ � ò ó ÷ � � ê � ÷ ó ò
����� � í í � ê � ë � ê � ë � � ê 
 � � ë � ê � � � 	 è ô ò ü ÷ ï õ û ð ó ñ ô � û ï � � û û � é ä � ÷ ó ÷
����ã ä � ç ä � � ë � � ë 
 ö õ ô ñ ü ï ñ ö ñ û ð û ï ñ ÷ ö ñ é ä � ü ÷ ï
����� ä 	 è � ä � í ú ë 	 ê � � ë � � � � ë è 	 � ò ò õ ï ï ñ ü ï ö ñ ô û õ ÷ ò � ê � ü ÷ ô
����� ê � ê � ì � è 	 å ë � 
 ÷ ï ü ö ï õ ü û ÷ ö ò õ � ÷ õ ñ � ø ë ì ü ü õ
����� ä 	 è � ä � í ú ë 	 ê � � ë � � � ú ê è 	 � � ü ñ û � ö ö õ ö ü ï ü õ ò ñ ï ò é ä � ö ÷ ï
����� ä � ì è ê ë � ê � ê ÷ û ó ü ö ó ö ü ó ö ö ó ñ û ó � ë � ö ÷ ü
����� ç ê í í ë � 
 ê è ê � � ä � � ñ ñ õ ï ó ô õ ó ñ õ ö û ð ô û ö ý þ � ê � ñ ï û
��������ã ä � ê � ú � ì í � å è ç � ë � � ê 
 � � ë � ê � � � 	 è ñ ü ÷ � ñ ó ò � � õ û ü � � õ û ô � � ô ó ÷ � ÿ ê � ñ ü ÷
����ã ä � ç ä � î ä ë � í ç ä å è ê ü ô õ ñ ñ û ü ü ö õ û ô ÷ û ù � 	 ñ ô ô
����î � ä æ � ä � ä å æ ç � � ë 
 � � 	 ü ñ ö û ñ ÷ é ä � õ ò ü
����� � 	 è � ä � í 
 ê è ê � � ä � � õ ü ö ö ó ö õ ô ï ñ ó ÷ õ õ ö � ê � õ ï ï
����� ë ì ì � ì æ � � ê � í 
 ê è ê � � ä � � ñ ü õ ô ô ü ö õ ï õ ô õ õ ÷ ö � ê � õ ï ö
��������Ö × Ø Ô Ù � Ô Ü Ò � Ø Õ � Ü Ô �  Õ Ü × Ú ! × Ó " Ü Ô # Ô Ü Ù �  Ø Ô $ ß Ô Ô % × Ó " Ø à Û Ô Ù à Ò Ü % × Ó & Ô � Ö ' ( Ô Õ Û ) Ê Ð Ê Ì Ð Ð × Ó � Û Ô Õ Ø � Û × Ø Õ × Ó
 å 	 � ë ì í ú ë 	 ê � ô õ õ ô ò û õ ö ô ô ÷ ñ ö ó ñ � ê � õ õ û
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 å 	 � ë ì í ú ë 	 ê � ò ð ÷ ö ï ö ð û õ ñ õ ð ü ÷ ï ÷ ð ô û ü ö ð ñ ñ ò ø ë ì ü ð ô ñ ÷
����ã ä � ç ã ê � ê ì õ ð ö ö õ ñ ð û ñ ó õ ð ü û ó õ ð ü ó û ü ð ñ ö ö � ê � ñ ð ô ÷ ô
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����ù å è ê ú ë è ç ê è ô ð ó ö ÷ õ ð õ ô ï � ô ð ò ÷ ï � û ð ü ñ ÷ û ð ö ñ ï � ë � ô ð õ û ô
����� � í í � ê � ë � ê � ë � � ê 
 � � ë � ê � � � 	 è û ð ô ñ õ û ð ÷ ü ü õ ð õ ÷ ô � û ü ô � � ü ï � � ë � ô ð û ô ÷
����� ë ì ì � ì æ � � ê � í 
 ê è ê � � ä � � ô ð û ò ñ ñ ï ü õ ð ô ü ò ô ð ô ÷ ö û ð ö ò ü � å æ û ð ò ü ñ
����� ç ê � � ë � � ê 
 ã ë � ê û ð õ ô ö û ð ñ ï ó û ð õ ö ó û ð ñ ï ó ô ð ñ ô ó ù � 	 û ð ü û û
����ú ë � 	 ç ë � è 	 ä � 
 ê è ê � � ä � � è û ð ö û ü ò ó ó ô ð û ó õ û ð ï ÷ õ ý þ ø å � û ð ö ò ï
����� � ë � ç ë � ú ë 	 ê � ö ô û û ð ñ ü ñ û ð ö ò û ô ð ô ñ ô û ð ï û ö � ê � û ð ö ô ÷
����ã ê ê � ë � � ê 
 � � ë � ê � � � 	 è û ð ô û ö û ð ô õ û û ð ö û ò û ð ü ÷ õ û ð ö ü ö é ä � û ð ñ ñ û
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